Greetings from WWG Schools,
Great news from the school!  To get in the Christmas spirit I will share 12 great things to bring you up to speed on the WWG School.
1. Our audit came back and we increased our fund balance (ON PAPER) by $571,000.  We don’t actually have all that in the bank because of the payment shifts but it keep us from borrowing money to operate which nearly EVERY other school in SW MN has to do right now.
2. Our board and all employees deserve the credit for managing our district’s money.  We have given everyone good pay increases the last 10 years while keeping our levy amongst the lowest in the state.  We have built up a fund balance and have the best kept buildings (without exception).  We need to keep up with our capital projects such as a new bus ($80,000) every 2 years and to upgrade our heating and cooling so we are not trying to pay $250,000 a year in utility bills 10 years from now.
3. And with this fund balance, we are exploring alternative energy sources such as geothermal without having to bond for it!  
4. WWG was recently visited and complimented for being the only school in greater MN that continues to serve as an Arts Magnet School and continues to provide the same opportunities for students in the arts equal to schools 10 times our size!
5. WWG just wrapped up the jr. high fall play and the sr. high fall musical.  Students had a blast and all that wanted to be involved were involved!  WWG does not cut anyone from any activity!
6. WWG just wrapped up a govt. audit of our special education department and survived!  This area has changed so much in the past 15 years and there is a shortage of great teachers in special education mostly due to the govt. paperwork.  We are lucky to have 4 sped teachers on staff that live in the district and have families in the area!
7. WWG just had their first home event this year with the “fully completed” gymnasium / concession stand remodel.  WITH DONATED MONEY, we installed new bleachers, we installed new lighting, we bought new chairs for the athletes that are identical to the pro / college ranks and we almost tripled the size of the concession stand!  Yet another reason why our fund balance remains so strong because of these outstanding donations!
8. WWG and Tracy Area are sharing soccer students, wrestling students, wrestling coaches, superintendent, a lyceum next week with our juniors, staff development time with our elementary teachers, business managers swapping ideas and who knows what’s next?  I am not a prophet, but I am here to tell you that WWG is years ahead of its time.  It IS coming for our small schools and we need to work together.
9. We have new teachers that are working hard to make a difference for our kids!  Miss Holt, Ms. Stich, Ms. Arfsten and Miss Brandt are good people!
10. Our winter sports are in full swing.  We are low in numbers for girls basketball, boys basketball and wrestling but I am hopeful it’s just a couple of years of low participation.  They have a great attitude and its fun to watch them win or lose. 
11. We continue to make progress with our technology upgrades and our curriculum.  We now have a SMARTBOARD in 75% of the classrooms and are closing in on 60 IPADS throughout the district.  Our Title program was recognized for its innovation by having students working on math and reading skills after school instead of pulling them out of class during the school day!  We have not cut any academic areas in the district!
12. [bookmark: _GoBack]We are the ONLY and possibly for the record books; the only school to have ever had a 7 member school board attending the annual convention with a combined experience of nearly 140 years!  Continuity in board and administration is what keeps a district strong!  Let’s hope our next wave of board members will be as equally committed!
